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The Battle for Midway would result in a re-

sounding victory for the United States Navy.
However, the battle did not end without exact-
ing a substantial toll on the American forces.
In the concluding hours of the historic sea bat-
tle, the aircraft carrier Yorktown was mortally
damaged. Its crew abandoned ship in the
shark-infested waters of the South Pacific. The
sailors of the Yorktown were scattered about
the ocean, wounded, exhausted, and oil-
soaked. They were in danger of being lost if
immediate assistance was not forthcoming.
Seaman Lewis, with disregard for his own
safety, took immediate action to save the lives
of his fellow sailors by carrying buoyed lines
300 to 400 years out to exhausted swimmers.

Uncertain whether the Japanese would
strike again, all ships in the vicinity were under
orders to make full speed in the event of an-
other air attack. Despite this possibility, Sea-
man Lewis continued to save the lives of his
comrades.

Fortunately, the Japanese did not launch a
second attack, and 9 hours after the sinking of
the Yorktown, the rescue operations were
complete. Art, along with others had saved the
lives of 2,270 Americans on that historic day
in June, 1942.

Art’s story of gallantry is not a fading mem-
ory of an aging veteran. Along with many mili-
tary historians, Adm. Chester Nimitz made
note of Art’s bravery in his written accounts of
the Battle of Midway.

Despite these facts, Art was never officially
recognized for his acts of bravery. Because of
the length of time since the Battle of Midway,
military regulations make it impossible to
award Seaman Lewis with the Bronze Star,
the medal he would have received during
World War Two for his actions.

While the Pentagon cannot bestow Mr.
Lewis with a Bronze Star, I feel it is incumbent
upon me and all Americans to make note of
Mr. Lewis’ brave acts. At the very least, it is
important to make record of Mr. Lewis’ dedica-
tion and courage. Mr.Speaker, on behalf of the
American people, I convey our gratitude and
thanks to a true American hero, Seaman Art
Lewis.
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Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
the fine efforts of one of my constituents, Ar-
lene Gibeau of Covington, KY.

In northern Kentucky, Arlene’s name is syn-
onymous with the arts. For the last 13 years,
she has served with distinction as a volunteer
and then executive director of the Northern
Arts Council. Through her dynamism and de-
termination, she has helped build the council
and its home, the Carnegie Center for the
Arts, into the most respected showcase for the
arts and culture in the Cincinnati area.

Along with all of her other activities, Arlene
has also managed to find time to help run our
Artistic Discovery Competition in the Fourth
District. Every year she has always done a
first-rate job, and I have no idea how we could
have done it without her.

A dancer and musician, Arlene came from
an artistic family. She established her own
dance company at the age of 14 and ran it
until World War II broke out. Widowed by the
war, she raised her two daughters on her own
until she remarried 3 years later. She eventu-
ally had two more daughters and a son.

Her children carry her love of culture. Two
of her daughters are writers and one son
works in movies. A granddaughter performs as
a Shakespearian actress.

As an artist, Arlene’s greatest strength has
always been her determination that no student
should be deprived of the joy of learning about
the arts. When she worked at the Carnegie
Center, she organized arts programs for chil-
dren that really made a difference in many
young lives. Over the years, word spread and
kids literally walked in off the street. Arlene al-
ways found for each youngster an art project
to help teach and enhance their lives.

Being married to an artist myself, I think that
I understand some of Arlene’s passion for cul-
ture and how the arts can enrich our lives.
She has helped make our corner of the world
more beautiful and enjoyable.

She has made a difference.
Mr. Speaker, Arlene Gibeau deserves our

recognition and respect for all of her efforts on
behalf of the arts. I know that the city of Cov-
ington and northern Kentucky are certainly all
the more rich because of her good works.
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Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, today’s introduc-
tion of the Women’s Health Equity Act is ex-
tremely important. This landmark legislation
holds much promise for the women of our
great Nation.

I authored one piece of it, the Women’s
Health Environmental Factors Research Act,
and will introduce it soon as its own free-
standing bill. This act calls for the National In-
stitute of Environmental Health Sciences to do
two things. First, NIEHS is to compile a status
report on what we already know about the ef-
fects on women’s health of environmental ex-
posure and then, NIEHS is to outline a re-
search agenda to fill in the gaps.

We need more information about the impact
of certain environmental factors on women’s
health. Breast cancer, immune dysfunction,
and other women’s health issues may be par-
tially the result of environmental factors.

Many chemicals in our environment today
are compounds that mimic human estrogen.
For many years, risk assessment research in-
advertently excluded gender-specific problems
from the studies. It is quite possible that some
chemicals affect women differently than men.

We must put women’s health research back
into the equation.

I look forward to working with my colleagues
on the Women’s Health Environmental Factors
Research Act, as well as the entire Women’s
Health Equity Act.
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Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the 1996 Kentucky Boys High School
basketball champions—the Paintsville High
School Tigers.

High school basketball holds a special place
in the heart of every person in eastern Ken-
tucky. This is especially true in the city of
Paintsville.

The 1995–96 Paintsville Tigers beat the
odds and captured the State championship
with hard work and determination. The Tigers
began the year with a rigorous schedule
against some of the toughest competition
available.

Head Coach Bill Mike Runyon and Assistant
Coach David VanHoose guided the Tigers
through a tough regular season which in-
cluded Lexington Catholic, Harlan, and Boyd
County. These regular season tests would
prove critical in preparing the Tigers for their
eventual showdown in Rupp Arena.

Paintsville’s road to the sweet sixteen was
paved with hard-won victories. The Tigers de-
feated longtime rival Magoffin County to win
the district crown. The two teams faced each
other again in the 15th region final, with
Paintsville winning again.

After a trip down the Mountain Parkway to
Lexington, the Tigers were ready to face Ken-
tucky’s best teams. Paintsville defeated
Owensboro, Allen County-Scottsville, and Lex-
ington Catholic to advance to the Saturday
night final. The Tigers cruised to victory in the
title game with a resounding defeat of Ash-
land.

Paintsville’s team was rich in talent and
size. They were led by sophomore sensation
J.R. VanHoose. The 6′10″ center set a new,
single-game, tournament record for
rebounds—breaking the old record held by
NBA great Wes Unseld. VanHoose was also
named the tournament’s most valuable player.

Joining VanHoose were seniors Craig and
Matt Ratliff, Todd Tackett and Josh McKenzie
completed the Tigers’ primary lineup. Other
members of the varsity squad included: Danny
Scott, Kyle Adams, Josh Greiner, Jason
Conley, Kyle Kretzer, Devon Pack, Jeremy
Watkins, Mike Short, Mikie Burchett, Mark
Grim, and Eric Addington.

Mr. Speaker, the Paintsville Tigers have
made the people of Johnson County and east-
ern Kentucky very proud. They now have their
own chapter in Kentucky’s renowned history of
high school basketball.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to recognize Mr.
George Gazmararian of Alma College, as he
celebrates his retirement as emeriti professor
of business administration. During his 30-year
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